Composition Rules
[composition-   the arrangement of objects in a frame so that they are most pleasing to look at.]

1. Rule of Thirds –(tic tac toe) If you divide the frame into 3 parts vertically and 3 parts horizontally, you should place the object(s) being photographed on the intersecting lines of tictactoe screen – not in middle of frame. Creates visual interest.
2. Positive Negative Balance - positive space = main subject; negative space = background; look for balance. The main subject should be large in the frame.
3. Filling the Frame – all positive space, close up of subject with no background; show texture, simple.  The photos are often times used as backgrounds for computer screens, or brochures or layouts.
4. Vertical/Horizontal – if your subject has dominant vertical/horizontal lines the shoot with vertical/horizontal frame.  Outline the subject, if the lines of your subject are more vertical than horizontal then the subject should be photographed with a vertical frame. If the lines of the subject are more horizontal then the photo should be photographed with a horizontal frame. 
5. Leading Lines – Lines or shapes that come out of the frame and lead eye into the picture.  Streets, bridges, railroad tracks are great examples of leading lines.
Not all composition rules are used at the same time.  Some great photos may only exhibit one composition rule.  Our goal is to use at least one composition rule in every photo we take for projects.  
